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lengths/5 but in the dreariest possible direction.
His first vote was given against O'Gonnell's
motion for repeal of the Union, and the next in
favour of a stiff coercion bill; he then voted
against the admission of Jews to Parliament, or of
Dissenters to the University without a test; he
supported the * existing Corn Law and the houses
and window taxes. He voted against the prop-
erty tax, against the abolition of military and
naval sinecures, and against the abolition of flog-
ging in the navy save for mutiny and drunken-
ness ; against the publication of division lists,
against shorter Parliaments, and against the bal-
-lot. r Particularly he spoke and voted against the
gradual abolition of Colonial slavery and the
reform of the Irish Church. Presumably, if you
intend to box the compass, you might as well do
it as thoroughly as possible. But such assiduity
in wrongdoing, especially when combined with
an infinite capacity for inventing pretexts, is never
without its reward. Gladstone became Under-
secretary for the Colonies in the short adminis-
tration of Sir Robert Peel, and was able to find in
his new leader a partial substitute for his original
hero Canning. The line along which he was to
develop was now fixed j and also, he was fortunate
in his office. For in Colonial matters, if in
nothing else, Gladstone was always advanced.
It is a relief to turn away from Parliament, and
the narrow efforts of the Tory Party to hold back
Whig reforms already half a century overdue, to
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